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From  Clarke* i  Commentary, 
PRINCIPLES 

Whkhf  on  carefnlly  reading  and  studying  the 
Sacred  Writings,  /  think  / Ji/id  unequio^ 
ocally  revealed  there. 

1.  That  there  is  but  one  uncreated, 
unoriginated,  infinite,  and  eternal  Being ; 
the  Creator,  Preserver,  and  Governor  of 
all  things. 

2.  That  there  is  in  this  Infinite  Essence 
a  plurality  of  what  are  commonly  called 
PersonSj  not  separately  subsisting,  but  es¬ 
sentially  belonging  to  the  Godhead  ;  which 
Persons  are  commonly  termed  F ather.  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost;  or  God,  the  Logos,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit:  and  these  are  generally 
named  the  Trinity ;  which  term,  though 
not  fotind  in  the  jNew  Testament,  seems 
properly  enough  applied,  as  we  never  read 
of  more  than  three  Persons  in  the  God¬ 
head. 

3.  That  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  or  Holy 
Books  which  form  the  Old  and  New  Tes¬ 
taments,  contain  a  full  revelation  of  the 
will  of  God,  in  reference  to  man  ;  and  are 
alone  sufficient  for  every  thing  relative  to 
the  faith  and  practice  of  a  Christian;  and 
were  given  by  the  inspiration  of  God. 

4.  That  man  was  created  in  righteous¬ 
ness  and  true  holiness,  without  any  moral 
imperfection,  or  any  kind  of  propensity  to 
sin;  but  free  to  stand  or  fall. 

5.  That  he  fell  from  this  state,  became 
morally  corrupt  in  his  nature,  and  trans¬ 
mitted  his  iiioral  defilement  to  all  his  pos¬ 
terity. 

6.  That,  to  counteract  the  evil  principle, 
and  bring  man  into  a  solvable  state,  God, 
from  His  inhnite  love,  formed  the  purpose 
of  redeeming  man  from  his. lost  estate  by 
Christ  Jesus,  and,  in  the  interim,  sent  his 
Holy  Spirit  to  enlighten,  strive  with,  and 
convince  men  of  sin,  righteousness,  and 
judgment. 

7.  That,  Ui  due  time,  the  Divine  Logos, 


called  afterward  Jesus  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Saviour,  &c.,  became  incarna¬ 
ted,  and  sojourned  among  men,  teaching 
the  purest  truth,  and  working  the  most 
stupendous  and  beneficent  miracles. 

8.  That  this  Divine  Person,  foretold  by 
the  prophets,  and  described  by  evangelists 
and  apostles,  is  really  and  properly  God  ; 
havinsr,  by  the  inspired  writers,  assigned 
to  Him  every  attribute  essential  to  the 
Deity  ;  being  one  with  Him  who  is  called 
God,  Jehovah,  &c. 

9.  Tliat  He  is  also  perfect  many  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  His  incarnation ;  and  in  that 
Man,  or  manhood,  dwelt  all  the  fulness  of 
the  Godhead  bodily;  so  that  His  nature  is 
twofold,  Divine  and  human ;  or  God  man¬ 
ifested  in  the  flesh. 

10.  That  n  is  human  nature  is  derived 
from  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  throi^h 
the  creative  energy  of  the  Holy  Ghost; 
but  liis  Divine  Nature,  because  God,  Infi¬ 
nite  and  eternal,  is  uncreated,  underived, 
and  unbegotten  ;  which,  were  it  otherwise, 
He  could  not  be  God  in  any  proper  seme 
of  the  word. 

11.  That  as  He  took  upon  Him  the 
nature  of  m  m,  He  died  for  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  race,  without  respect  of  persons , 
equally  for  all,  and  for  every  man. 

12.  That,  on  llie  third  day  after  His 
crucifixion  and  burial,  be  rose  from  the 
dead;  and  after  showing  Himself  many 
days  to  His  disciples  and  others,  He  as¬ 
cended  to  Heaven,  where  as  God  manifest 
in  the  flesh,  He  continues,  and  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  Mediator  of  the  human 
race,  till  the  cuiisummation  ol  all  thin^fs. 

IS.  That  there  is  no  salvation  but  through 
Him  ;  and  that  tbnxighout  the  Seriptui-es. 
His  pacision  and  death  are  considered  as 
sacnjicial ;  pardon  and  salvation  being 
obtained  by  the  shedding  of  His  blood. 

1 4.  That  no  hMuan  being,  since  the  fall, 
either  has  or  can  have  merit  or  worthiness 
of  or  by  himself;  and  therefore  has  notti- 
*ing  to  claim  from  Goil.  but  in  the  way  of 
His  raerev  through  i’hrist :  therefore,  par¬ 
don,  and  every  oilier  blessing  {>roiuised  m 


the  gospel  have  been  purchased  by  His 
sacrificial  death;  and  are  given  to  men 
not  on  account  of  any  thing  they  have 
done  or  sufiVredj  or  can  do  or  suffer,  but 
for  His  sake,  or  through  His  merit  alone. 

15.  That  these  blessings  are  received 
by  fuithj  because  not  of  works,  nor  of 
sufferings. 

16.  That  the  power  to  believe,  or  grace 
of  faith,  is  the  free  gift  of  God  ;  without 
which  none  can  believe :  but  that  the  act 
of  faiths  or  actually  believing,  is  the  act 
of  the  soul,  under  the  influence  of  that 
power.  But,  this  power  to  believe,  like 
all  other  gifts  of  God,  may  be  slighted, 
not  used  or  misused ;  in  consequence  of 
which  is  that  declaration,  lie  that  be- 
lieveth  shall  be  saved  ;  but  he  that  believ- 
eth  not  shall  be  damned,^^ 

17«  That  justification,  or  the  pardon  of 
sin,  is  an  instantaneous  act  of  God's  infinite 
mercy,  in  behalf  of  a  penitent  soul,  trust* 
ing  only  in  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ: 
that  this  act  is  absolute  in  respect  of  all 
past  sin ;  all  being  forgiven,  where  any  is 
forgiven. 

18.  That  the  souls  of  all  believers  may 
be  purified  from  all  sin  in  this  life :  and 
that  a  man  may  live  under  the  continual 
influence  of  the  grace  of  Christ,  without 
sinning  against  his  God  ;  all  evil  tempers 
and  sinful  propensities  being  destroyed, 
and  his  heart  filled  with  pure  love  both  to 
God  and  man. 

19-  That  unless  a  believer  live  and 
walk  in  the  spirit  of  obedience,  he  will  fall 
from  the  grace  of  God,  and  forfeit  all  his 
Christian  privileges  and  rights :  in  which 
state  of  backsliding  he  may  persevere; 
and,  if  so,  perish  everlastingly. 

20.  That  the  whole  period  of  human 
life  is  a  state  of  probation  ;  in  every  part 
of  which  a  sinner  may  repent  and  turn  to 
God ;  and  in  every  part  of  it  a  believer 
may  give  way  to  sin  and  fall  from  grace : 
and  that  this  possibility  of  rising,  and  lia* 
biiity  to  falling,  are  essential  to  a  state  of 
trial  and  probation. 

21.  That  all  the  promises  and  threaten- 
ings  of  the  word  of  God  are  conditional,  as 
they  regard  man  in  reference  to  his  being 
here  and  hereafter :  and  that  on  this  ground 
alone  the  Sacred  Writings  can  be  consis¬ 
tently  interpreted,  or  rightly  understood. 

22.  That  man  is  a  free  agent,  never 
being  impelled  by  any  necessitating  influ¬ 
ence  either  to  do  evil  or  good  ;  but  has  it 
continually  in  his  power  to  choose  the  life 
or  death  that  is  set  before  him :  on  which 


ground  he  is  an  accountable  being,  and 
answerable  for  hU  own  actions  and  on  this 
ground  also,  he  is  alone  capable  of  being 
rewarded  or  punished. 

23.  That  his  free  will  is  a  necessary 
constituent  of  his  rational  soul :  without 
which  man  must  be  a  mere  machine,  either 
the  sport  of  blind  chance,  or  the  mere  por 
tient  of  an  irresistible  necessity ;  and, 
consequently,  not  accountable  for  any  acts 
to  which  he  was  irresistibly  impelled. 

24.  That  every  human  being  has  this 
freedom  of  will,  with  a  sufficiency  of  light 
and  power  to  direct  its  operations:  and 
that  this  powerful  light  is  not  inherent  in 
any  man’s  nature;  but  is  graciously  be¬ 
stowed  by  Him  who  is  the  true  Light  that 
lighteneth  every  man  that  coraeth  into  the 
world. 

25.  That  as  Christ  has  made,  by  His 
once  offering  Himself  upon  the  cross,  a 
sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  satisfac¬ 
tion,  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world ;  and 
that,  as  His  gracious  Spirit  strives  with 
and  enlightens  ail  men,  thus  putting  them 
in  a  salvable  state ;  therefore  every  human 
soul  may  be  saved,  if  it  be  not  his  own  fault. 

26.  That  Jesus  Christ  has  instituted, 
and  commanded  to  be  perpetuated  in  His 
church,  two  sacraments :  baptism,  (sprink¬ 
lings  washing  with,  or  immersing  in,  water,) 
in  the  name  of  the  Holy  and  ever- 
blessed  Trinity,  as  a  sign  of  the  cleansing 
and  regenerating  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  producing  a  death  unto  sin,  and  a 
new  birth  unto  righteousness;  and  the 
Kucliarist,  or  Lord’s  Supper,  as  commem¬ 
orating  the  sacrificial  death  of  Christ. — 
That  by  the  first  once  administered,  every 
person  may  be  initiated  into  the  visible 
church ;  and  by  the  second,  frequently 
administered,  all  believers  may  be  kept  in 
mind  of  the  foundation  on  which  their 
salvation  is  built ;  and  receive  grace  to  en* 
able  them  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God 
their  Saviour  in  all  things. 

27*  That  the  soul  is  immaterial  and  im- 
uortal,  and  can  subsist  independently  of 
the  body. 

28.  That  there  will  be  a  general  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  dead  ;  both  of  the  just  and 
unjust ;  that  the  souls  of  both  shall  be  re¬ 
united  to  their  respective  bodies  ;  and  that 
boih  will  be  immortal,  and  live  eternally. 

29.  That  there  will  be  a  day  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  after  which  all  shall  be  punished  or 
rewarded,  according  to  the  deeds  done  in 
the  biMly  ;  the  wicked  being  sent  to  bell, 
and  the  righteous  taken  into  heaven. 
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do.  That  theae  atotea  of  rewards  and 
punishment  shall  have  no  end ;  forasmuch 
os  the  time  of  probation  or  trial  is  for  ev¬ 
er  terminated  ;  and  the  succeeding  state 
must  necessarily  be  fi^ed  and  unalterable. 

31.  That  the  origin  of  human  salvation 
is  found  in  the  infinite  philanthropy  of 
Ged  :  and  that,  on  this  principle,  the  un¬ 
conditional  reprobation  of  any  soul  is  ab¬ 
solutely  impossible. 

32.  The  Sacred  Writings  are  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  pure  unsophisticated  reason^  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  immaculate  mind  of  God ; 
in  many  places,  it  is  true,  vastly  elevated 
beyond  what  the  reason  of  man  could 
have  devised  or  found  out ;  but  in  no  case 
contrary  to  human  reason.  The\^  are  ad¬ 
dressed  not  to  the  passions;  but  to  the 
reason  of  man  ;  every  command  is  urged 
with  reasons  of  obedience  /  and  every 
promise  and  threatening  founded  on  the 
most  evident  reason  and  propriety.  The 
whole,  therefore,  are  to  be  rationally  un¬ 
derstood,  and  rationally  interpreted.  Rev¬ 
elation  and  reason  go  hand  in  hand  ;  faith 
is  the  servant  of  the  former,  and  the  friend 
of  the  latter ;  while  the  Spirit  of  God, 
which  gave  the  revelalion,  improves  and 
exalts  reasony  and  gives  energy  and  effect 
to  faith. 

To  conclude,  the  doctrines  or  princi¬ 
ples  which  I  have  stated  above,  and  de¬ 
fended  in  this  Work,  1  believe  to  be  the 
truths  of  God.  Those  against  which  I 
have  argued,  I  believe  to  be  either  false  or 
unproved.  The  doctrine  which  cannot 
stand  the  test  of  rational  investigation,  can¬ 
not  be  true.  The  doctrines  or  principles 
already  enumerated,  have  stood  this  test : 
and  those  which  shrink  from  such  a  test, 
are  not  doctrines  of  Divine  Revelation. 
We  have  gone  too  far  when  we  have  said, 
such  and  such  doctrines  should  not  be 
subjected  to  rational  investigation,  being 
doctrines  of  pure  revelation.”  I  know  no 
such  doctrine  in  the  Bible.  The  doctrines 
of  this  Book  are  doctrines  of  eternal  rea^ 
son  :  and  they  are  revealed^  because  they 
are  such.  Human  reason  could  not  have 
found  them  out ;  but,  when  revealed,  rea¬ 
son  can  both  apprehend  and  comprehend 
them.  It  sees  their  perfect  harmony  a- 
mong  themselves ;  their  agreement  with 
the  perfections  of  the  Divine  Nature,  and 
their  sovereign  'suitableness  to  the  nature 
and  state  of  man  :  thus  reason  approves 
and  applauds.  Some  men,  it  is  true,  can¬ 
not  reason  :  and,  therefore,  they  declaim 
against  reason,  and  proscribe  it  in  the  ex¬ 


amination  of  religious  truth.  Were  all 
the  nation  of  this  mind.  Mother  Church 
might  soon  resume  her  ascendancy,  and 

feed  us  with  Latin  masses  and  a  wafer 

god.^^ 

Men  may  incorporate  their  doctrines  in 
creeds  or  articles  of  faith,  and  sing  them 
in  hymns  ;  and  this  may  be  all  both  use¬ 
ful  and  edifying,  if  the  doctrine  be  true  : 
but  in  every  question  which  involves  the 
eternal  interests  of  man,  the  Holy  '^crip* 
tares  must  be  appealed  to,  in  union  with 
reason  tlieir  great  commentator.  He 
wk  o  forms  liis  creed  or  confession  of  faith 
without  these,  may  believe  any  thing  or 
nothing  as  the  cunning  of  others,  or  his 
own  caprices,  may  dictate.  Human  creeds 
and  confessions  of  faith  have  been  often 
put  in  the  place  of  the  Bible,  to  the  di»« 
grace  both  of  revelation  and  reason.  Let 
those  go  away  :  let  these  be  retained, 
whatever  be  the  consequence.  Fiatjus^ 
titia  :  rant  cadum. 

No  man  either  can  or  should  believe  a 
doctrine  tliat  contradicts  reason  ;  but  he 
may  safely  credit  (in  any  thing  that  con¬ 
cerns  the  Nature  of  God)  what  is  above 
his  reason  :  and  even  this  may  be  a  rea¬ 
son  why  lie  should  believe  it.  1  cannot 
comprehend  the  Divine  Nature,  therefore 
I  adore  it  :  if  I  could  comprehend,  1  could 
not  adore  ;  forasmuch  as  the-  nature  or 
being  which  can  be  comprehended  by  my 
mind,  must  be  less  than  that  by  W'hich  it 
is  comprehended,  and  therefore  unworthy 
of  its  homage.  The  more  knowledge  in¬ 
creases.  the  more  we  shall  see  that  reason 
and  teaming^  sanctified  by  piety  towards  ' 
God,  are  the  best  interpretei*s  of  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Oracles. 

O  Thou,  whodwellest  between  the  che¬ 
rubim,  shine  forth  !  and  in  Thy  light  we 
shall  see  light. 

LAST  HOURS 
REV.  CHARLE>  WESLEV. 

Dr.  Whitehead  observes,  Mr.  Charles 
Wesley  had  a  weak  body  and  a  poor  state 
of  health  during  the  greatest  part  of  his 
life.  1  believe  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
both  at  Oxford,  by  too  close  application 
to  study  and  abstinence  from  ftMKi.  He 
rode  much  on  horseback,  which  probably 
contributed  to  lengthen  out  life  to  a  good 
old  age.  1  visited  him  several  times  in 
his  last  sickness,  and  his  bo<ly  was,  indeed, 
reduced  to  the  most  extreme  state  of  weak¬ 
ness.  .He  possessed  that  state  of  mind 
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which  he  had  been  always  pleased  to  see 
in  others — unaflected  hiimility  and  holy 
resignation  to  the  will  of  God.  He  had 
no  transports  joy,  but  solid  hope  and 
unshaken  cofidence  in  Christ,  which  kept 
his  mind  in  perfect  peace.’’ 

The  circumstances  of  his  death  are  re¬ 
lated  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Wesley,  in  a 
tetter  to  her  uncle  Mr.  John  Wesley,  as 
follows ; 

^^DkAR  and  HONOfTIlED  U.NCLE, 

^‘We  wTre  all  present  when  my 
dear  respected  father  departed  tliis  life. 
His  end  was,  what  he  particularly  desired 
it  might  be,  prtrce  ! 

For  some  months  past  he  seemed  to¬ 
tally  detached  from  earth ;  he  spoke  very 
little,  nor  wishe<l  to  hear  any  thing  read 
but  the  Scriptures.  He  took  a  solemn 
leave  of  all  his  friends.  J  once  asked  if  he 
had  any  presages  that  he  should  die?  He 
said, ‘No;  but  his /weakness  was  such, 
that  he  thought  if  impossible  he  should 
live  through  March.’  He  kindly  bade  me 
remember  him  ;  and  seemed  to  have  no 
doubt  but  I  should  meet  hi’n  in  heaven. 

“  All  his  prayer  was,  ‘  Patience  and  an 
easy  death  !’  He  bade  every  one  who 

V 

visited  him  to  supplicate  r(»r  these,  often 
repeating,  ‘An  easy  death  !’ 

“  He  told  my  mother,  the  week  before 
he  departed,  that  no  fiend  was  permitted 
to  approach  him  ;  and  said  to  us  all,  ‘  I 
have  a  good  hope !’ 

“When  we  asked  if  he  wanted  any 
thing,  he  frequently  answered,  ‘  Nothing 
but  Christ.’  Some  persons  observed,  that 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  was  hard 
to  be  passed  :  ‘  Not  with  Christ,’  replied 
lie- 

“  On- March  tlie  27th  (after  a  most  un¬ 
easy  night)  he  prayed  as  in  an  agony,  that 
he  might  not  have  many  such  nights.  O 
my  God  !’  said  he,  ‘  not  many.’  It  was 
with  great  dilii cully  he  seemed  to  speak. 
About  ten  days  before,  on  my  brother 
Samuel’s  entering  the  room,  he  took  hold 
of  his  hand,  and  pronounced,  with  a  voice 
of  faith,  ‘  1  shall  bless  God  to  all  eternity 
that  ever  you  were  born  :  I  am  persuaded 
I  shall!’ 

“  My  brother  Charles  also  seemed  much 
upon  his  mind  :  ‘  That  dear  boy,’  said  he, 
‘God  bless  him!’  He  spoke  less  to  me 
than  to  the  rest,  which,  has  since  given  me 
some  pain.  Howevt^r,  he  bade  me  trust 
in  God  and  never  forsake  him,  and  then, 
lie  assured  me,  he  never  would  forsake  me ! 

“  The  28th,  my  mother  a^ked  ifhe  had 


any  thing  to  say  to  os :  raising  his  eyes, 
he  said,  ‘  Oidy  thanks  I  Love !  Blessing  I’ 

“  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  he  was  noi 
entirely  sensible.  He  slept  much,  without 
refreshment,  and  had  the  restlessness  of 
death  for,  I  think  the  whole  iveek. 

“  He  was  eager  to  depart ;  and  if  we 
moved  him,  or  spoke  to  him,  he  answered, 
‘  Let  me  die !  Let  me  die  !’ 

“A  fortnight  before,  he  prayed  with 
many  tears  for  all  his  enemies,  naming 

Miss - .  ‘  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  by 

thine  agony  and  bloody  sweat,’  said  he, 
‘  tliat  she  may  never  feel  the  pangs  of  eter¬ 
nal  death.’ 

“  When  your  kind  letter  to  my  brother 
came,  (in  which  you  afl’ectionately  tell  him 
that  you  will  be  a  father  to  him  and  my 
brother  Samuel,)  I  read  it  to  our  father. 
‘  He  will  be  kind  to  you,’  said  he  ‘  when  I 
am  gone  :  1  am  certain  your  uncle  will  be 
kind  to  all  of  you.’ 

“  The  last  morning,  (which  was  the 
29th  of  March,)  being  unable  to  speak, 
my  mother  entreated  him  to  press  her 
hand  if  he  knew  her,  which  he  feebly  did. 

“  His  last  words  which  I  could  hear, 
were,  ‘lord — my  heart — my  God!’  He 
then  drew  his  breath  short,  and  the  last  so 
gently,  that  we  knew  not  exactly  the  mo¬ 
ment  in  which  his  happy  spirit  fled. 

“  His  dear  hand  was  in  mine  for  five 
minutes  before  and  at  the  awfnl  period  oi‘ 
his  dissolntion. 

“  It  often  had  been  his  desire  that  we 
should  attend  him  to  the  grave ;  and  though 
he  did  not  mention  it  again  (as  he  did  the 
place  of  his  burial)  during  his  illness,  we 
all  mean  to  fulfil  his  wish.  Trusting  we 
shall  be  supported,  as  we  have  been  hith¬ 
erto,  in  our  afflicting  situation, 

“  I  am, 

“  Your  afflicted  and  dutiful  niece, 

“  S.  Wesley. 

“  ChesterJield-fitreetj  April  4,  1788.’’ 

A  few  days  before  bis  death  he  compo¬ 
sed  the  following  lines.  Having  been  si¬ 
lent  and  quiet  for  some  time,  he  called 
Mrs.  Wesley  to  him,  and  bid  her  write  as 
he  dictated : 

In  a^e  and  feebleness  extreme, 

,  Who  shall  a  sinful  worm  redeem  •  • 

Jesus,  my  only  hope  thou  art, 

Strength  of  my  failing  flesh  and  heart ; 

O  could  I  atch  a  smile  from  thee, 

And  drop  into  eternity  ! 


*  Viz.  from  that  distressing  feebleness :  the 
smile  of  Christ  would  thus  redeem  his  feeble 
dying  nature 


Thus  died,  March  29,  1788,  aged  sev-  for  God^s  sake,  for  Christas  sake,  put  a 
enty-fwne  years  and  three  months,  the  tru-  full  end  to  this  !  Let  the  Presbyterians  do 
ly  Reverend  Charles  Wesley.  Hewasbu-  what  they  please,  but  let  the  Methodists 
ried,  April  5,  in  Marybone  churchyard,  at  know  their  calling  better, 
his  own  desire.  The  pall  was  supported  ‘‘Thus,  my  dear  Franky,  I  have  told 
by  eight  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  Eng-  you  all  that  is  in  my  heart :  and  let  this, 
land.  On  his  tombstone  are  the  following  when  1  am  no  more  seen,  bear  witness 
lines,  written  by  himself  on  occasion  of  how  sincerely  I  am 
the  death  of  one  of  his  friends :  they  could  Your  alfectionate  friend  and  brother, 
not  be  more  aptly  applied  to  any  person  ^‘John  Wesley.^ 

than  to  Mr.  Charles  Wesley : 

With  poverty  of  spirit  bless'd, 

Rest,  happy  saint,  in  Jesus  rest ;  To  the  Editor  of  the  Friendly  Visitor. 

A  sinner  saved,  through  grace  forgiven,  D^AR  Sir,— While  I  have  beep  exaniin- 
Redeem  d  from  earth  to  reign  in  heaven !  •  ..u  ^  *  c  v  •  t  t 

Thy  labours  of  unwearied  love,  present  state  of  the  religious  world 

By  thee  forgot,  are  crown’d  above ;  1  have  observed  an  €vtl  existing  therein, 

Crown’d,  through  the  mercy  of  thy  Lord,  which  1  consider  a  leading  one,  and  a- 
With  a  free,  full,  immense  reward !  gainst  which  I  feel  myself  bound  to  nro- 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  thereof,  as  it  exhibits  itself  in  our  ac- 

From  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  to  Bishop  Mury,  tions,  words  and  continual  disposition  and 
Dated.  Loudon,  Sept.  20. 1788.  is  fl/i  cmV,  is  palpably  evinced  bj 

After  speaking  on  some  general  sub-  scriptures  of  truth  and  the  dictates  of 
jects,  he  adds,  our  own  consciences.  These  concur  ih 

There  is,  indeed,  a  wide  difference,  chastising  us  for  indulging  it  and  loudly 
between  the  relation  wherein  you  stand  to  ^yarii  us  to  flee  from  it  as  we  would  from 
Americans,  •  and  the  relation  wherein  I  tjn*  insidious  riper  who  watches  the  mo- 
stand  to  all  the  Methodists.  You  are  the  tJons  of  the  unwary  traveller  and  in  an 
elder  brother  of  the  American  Methodists:  unguarded  moment  plunges  his  venomous 
I  am,  under  God,  the  father  of  the  whole  fajig  infuses  his  poison  into 

family.  Therefore  I  naturally  care  fof  jjjg  system  which  is  producti\’^  of  an  aw- 
you  all  in  a  manner  no  other  person  can  ^nd  untimely  death.  Yet  little  are  we 
do.  Therefore  I,  in  a  measure,  provide  aware  of  its  destructive,  contaminating 
for  you  all ;  for  the  supplies  which  Dr.  and  contagious  nature  and  influence.  How 
Coke  provides  for  you,  he  could  not  pro*  much  time,  how  much  labour,  how  much 
vide  were  it  not  for  me  were  it  not  that  Qf  enjoyment  is  lost  in  gratifying  this 
I  not  only  permit  him  to  collect,  but  also  unholy  and  soiil-destro}dng  principle.  It 
support  him  in  so  doing.  creeps  into  the  heart  almost  imperceptibly, 

But  in  one  point,  my  dear  brother,  I  robs  us  of  our  zeal,  our  happiness  and  the 
am  a  little  afraid  both  the  doctor  and  you  favour  of  God.  As  a  friend  to  every  good 
differ  from  me.  I  study  to  be  little;  you  principle,  the  followers  of  the  lowly  Re¬ 
study  to  be  great,  I  creep  ;  you  strut  deemer,  and  tiie  world  universally,  1  would 
along.  I  found  a  school ;  you  a  college  !  ^^rn,  with  all  the  ardour  of  my  soul,  eve- 
Nay,  and  call  it  after  your  own  names!*  ry  person  to  watch  against  it  and  suppress 
O  beware  I  Do  not  seek  to  be  it  the  moment  they  fell  it  arise  in  their 

Let  me  be  nothing,  and  ‘  Christ  be  all  in  hearts,  and  guard  themselves  against  eve- 
all  !’  ^  ^  ry  circumstance  that  would  have  a  ten- 

One  instance  of  this,  of  your  greats  (fency  to  introduce  it  into  their  mind,  or  it 
nessj  has  given  me  great  concern.  How  eventually  terminate  in  their  ruin,  as 
cart  you,  how  dare  you,  suffer  yourself  to  as  the  scriptures  are  true.  If  it  is 

he  csAled  bishop?  €  shudder,  I  start  at  asked  what  this  erf/ is  ?  I  answer- — Pride. 
the  very  thought !  Men  may  call  me  a  The  very  spawn  of  hell— the  production 


fort  and  health  ;  but  Pride  consists  in  us¬ 
ing  and  obtaining  that  which  is  unneces¬ 
sary  either  for  our  comfort  or  good  in  any 
sense  of  the  word.  We  may  take  it  for 
granted  that  where  we  discover  that  pride 
has  considerable  influence,  such  persons 
are  in  want  of  pure  Jteligion  and  good 
sense.  Pride  goeth  before  destruction, 
and  a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall.’’ 

PniLANTHROrOS. 


From  darkens  Commentary. 

Rev.  ixi.  19,20. 

The  Jirst  foundation  was  Jasper]  A 
stone  very  hard,  some  species  of  which  are 
of  a  sea-green  colour. 

The  second^  a  sapphire]  This  is  a 
stone  of  a  fine  blue  colour,  next  in  hard¬ 
ness  to  the  diamond. 

The  third.,  a  vhalcedony]  A  genus  of 
the  semi-pellucid  gems;  of  which  there 
are  four  species : 

1.  A  bluish  white  \  this  is  the  most 
common  sort. 

2.  The  dull  milky  veined  this  is  of 
little  worth. 

3.  The  brownish  blacky  the  least  beauti¬ 
ful  of  all. 

4.  The  yellow  and  redy  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful,  as  it  is  most  valuable,  of  all.  Hith¬ 
erto  this  has  Keen  found  only  in  the  £ast 
Indies. 

The  fourthy  an  emerald]  This  is  of  a 
bright  green  colour,  without  any  mixture : 
and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  the 
gems.  The  true  oriental  emerald  is  very 
scarce,  and  said  to  be  found  only  in  the 
kingdom  of  Cambay. 

Verse  20.  Theffthy  sardonyx]  The 
onyx  is  an  accidental  variety  of  the  agate 
kind :  it  is  of  a  dark  horny  colour,  in 
which  is  a  plate  of  a  bluish  white,  and 
sometimes  of  red.  When  on  one  or  both 
sides  the  white  there  happens  to  lie  also  a 
plate  of  a  reddish  colour,  the  jewellers  call 
the  Etone  a  sardonyx. 

The  sixthy  sardiu^  The  sardiuSy  sar» 
dely  or  sardine  stone y  is  a  precious  stone, 
of  a  blood  red  colour. 

The  seventhy  chrysolite]  The  gold 
stone.  It  is  of  a  dusky  greeny  with  a  cast 
of  yellow.  It  is  a  species  of  the  topaz. 

The  eigthy  beryl]  This  is  a  pellucid 
gem  of  a  bluish  green  colour. 

The  ninthy  a  topaz]  A  pdk  dead 
greeny  with  a  mixture  of  yeUow.  It  is 
considered  by  the  mineralogisCs,  as  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  the  sapphire*^ 


The  tenthy  a  chrysoprasus],  A  variety 
of  the  chrysolitty  called  by  some  the  tted- 
lowish  green  and  cloudy  topaz.  It  diflers 
only  from  the  chrysolite  in  having  a  bluish 
hue. 

The  eleventhy  a  jacintK]  A  precious 
stone  of  a  dead  red  colour,  with  a  mixture 
of  yellow. 

The  iwelfthy  an  amethyst]  A  gem 
generally  of  a  purple  or  violet  colour, 
composed  of  a  strong  blue  and  deep  red. 

FRIENDSHIP. 

The  most  fatal  disease  of  friendship  is 
gradual  decay,  or  dislike  hourly  increased 
by  causes  too  slender  for  complaint,  and 
too  numerous  for  removal.  Those  who 
are  angry  may  be  reconciled  ;  those  who 
have  been  injured,  may  receive  a  recom- 
pence;  but  when  the  desire  of  pleasing 
and  willingness  to  be  pleased  is  silently 
diminished,  the  renovation  of  friendship  is 
hopeless ;  as,  when  the  vital  powers  sink 
into  languor,  there  is  no  longer  any  use  of 
the  physician. 

HUMAN  NATURE  TOTALLY  DEPRAVED. 

Every  man  in  his  natural  state  yields 
himself  to  sin.  All  his  sensiies,  member^ 
and  faculties,  are  its  handmaids  and  min¬ 
isters.  The  eye  watches  for  it;  the  ear 
listens  to  it ;  the  tongue  pleads,  and  the 
hands  toil  for  it.  Fancy  is  the  painter 
that  draws  its  pictures ;  memory  is  the 
recorder  that  keeps  its  secrets  ;  the  will  is 
its  charioteer,  that  drives  furiously  through 
all  restraint;  the  passions  and  appetites 
are  the  providers  that  hunt  for  its  prey. — 
And  how  can  we  be  delivered  from  this 
hard  master  and  all  its  miseries.  If  the 
Son  make  you  free,  you  shall  be  free 
indeed.”  John  viii.  36. 

A  WORD  IN  SEASON. 

Mr.  Campbell,  in  his  ^Travels  in 
South  Africa,’  informs  ns  of  a  Christian 
slave  at  Stellenbosh,  whose  master  threat¬ 
ened  to  flog  him  if  he  persisted  to  attend 
the  instruction  of  the  missionaries.  ^  The 
poor  slave,’  says  he,®  with  Christian  gen¬ 
tleness,  said  in  reply,  I  must  tell  the  Lord 
of  that.^  The  saying  so  wrought  upon 
his  master’s  mind,  that  he  not  only  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  go,  but  likewise  all  the 
slaves  in  his  house ;  and  yesterday  this 
gentleman  and  his  lady  attended  the  slave 
meeting  themselves. 
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